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Update 
 

 
President’s Message: 
Stephen Swift 

Consistent with the prevailing short-term 
view of commitments, NASA’s budget is 
once again undergoing an annual 
justification.  In hopes of contributing to 
consistency within a longer-term view, the 
National Space Society issued a statement 
on NASA’s Fiscal Year 2014 budget.   See the 
full text at  http://blog.nss.org/?p4.   

Excerpts from that statement follow: 

Economists have long agreed that growth in 
productivity, due to innovation, research 
and education, is the key to economic 
growth in general.   

Continued on page 4 
 
 

 
Larry Niven SF Author 

Ringworld 
 

 
Sir Arthur C. Clarke SF Author 

2001: A Space Odyssey 

Oklahoma Space 

Alliance 
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Next OSA Meeting 

Saturday, August 10  
2:30 PM 

Denny’s Restaurant 
1617 SW 74th 

(Just NE of I240 and Penn.) 
405-685-5414 

 

Program: Current News and 
Events in Space.     

   See agenda on page 3 

Quote of the Month: 

“The dinosaurs became 
extinct because they 
didn’t have a space 
program.” 
             Larry Niven, 

Quoted by Authur Clark 
Interview with Space.com, 2001  

http://blog.nss.org/?p4
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=t0N9rTvsMUfBRM&tbnid=wyvbHQSH58r6eM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://thisdayinscifi.blogspot.com/2013_03_01_archive.html&ei=t-juUdXFI6GCiALzsYGYCQ&psig=AFQjCNH9enpB-JL40cuDeTb3QuCg3P43dg&ust=1374698030076433
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=-bAe8cj99Vzb4M&tbnid=etCGoORhgReYBM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://957chatterton.blogspot.com/2013_01_01_archive.html&ei=8OnuUdevB6bSigKt5oG4Bw&psig=AFQjCNEibFEn8iA_z_TaY0ihFWXjj4h_2Q&ust=1374698344245125
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Oklahoma Space 

 Alliance

Update 
August 2013 

 
Editor                 Stephen Swift 

sswift42@aol.com 
405-496-3616 

 
The Oklahoma Space Alliance Update is a 
bi-monthly newsletter of the Oklahoma 
Space Alliance a chapter of the National 
Space Society, a non-profit organization 
headquartered in Washington, D.C. The 
address of OSA is 102 W. Linn, #1, 
Norman, OK 73071. 
 
Unless otherwise noted, all contents of 
articles herein do not necessarily reflect 
the opinion of anyone but the writer. 
Reprint rights are granted to recognized 
chapters of NSS, provided credit is given. 
 
Articles may be submitted by U.S. mail or 
electronically. Articles may be sent to the 
Editor at 1125 S Air Depot Blvd. No112, 
Midwest City, OK 73110 or to 
sswift42@aol.com. Each submission 
should include the author’s name and 
either e-mail address or phone number 
(for verification only). A text or Microsoft 
Word file is preferred. Please contact the 
Editor by phone, e-mail or texting before 
mailing your information. 
 

OSA Officers  
President              Stephen Swift 

sswift42@aol.com 
405-496-3616 

Vice President      Clare McMurray 
cliffclaire@hotmail.com 

405-329-4326(H) 
405-863-9173(C) 

Secretary &                     Syd Henderson 

Outreach Editor 
sydh@ou.edu 

405-321-4027(H) 
405-365-8983(C) 

Treasurer                   Tim Scott 
ctsscott@mac.com 
405-740-7549(H) 

 

NSS Headquarters 
1155 15th Street NW, Suite 500 Washington DC 

20005 
Exec Director                                                TBD 

nsshq@nss.org 
202-429-1600

ISS News 

Water Leak into Helmet Endangers 
Astronaut 

Italian astronaut Luca Parmitano attempting to reenter 
the ISS after spacewalk aborted. 

Italian astronaut Luca Parmitano
Spacewalk cancelled after water leaked into 
Parmintano’s helmet.  The leak was so bad that 
American astronaut Chris Cassidy had to help 
Parmitano back into the ISS.  Astronaut is OK after 
removal of his helmet in the ISS.   
 
The trouble cropped up barely an hour into what was to 
be a six-hour spacewalk to perform cable work and 
other routine maintenance. It was the astronauts' 
second spacewalk in eight days.   



Oklahoma Space Alliance Update Page 3 of 6 June 2013 

NASA’s Curiosity Rover Completes 1st Year 

 
One year ago, NASA's Curiosity rover survived its 
harrowing and unprecedented Red Planet landing, setting 
off celebrations around the country. 

The 1-ton robot has achieved a great deal in its 12 months 

on Mars, discovering an ancient streambed and gathering 
enough evidence for mission scientists to declare that the 
planet could have supported microbial life billions of years 
ago. 

 
Curiosity Self Portrait, Image Credit: NASA 

               

And more big finds could be in the offing, as Curiosity is 
now trekking toward its ultimate science destination: the 
foothills of a huge and mysterious mountain that 
preserves, in its many layers, a history of Mars' changing 
environmental conditions. 

 

Curiosity's success has already had a big impact on 
NASA's Mars program and the future of Red Planet 
exploration more broadly. 

For instance, the space agency announced in December 
that it will launch another unmanned rover toward the Red 

Planet in 2020 — one whose chassis and landing system 
will be based heavily on Curiosity's hardware. 

 

  

August 10th 
Meeting 
Agenda 

 

2:30 PM  
1) What’s Happening: 

OSA will present recent 
news and events related 
to space technology and 
achievements.   Videos 
and pictures will highlight 
what is happening.  
This month includes new 
and exciting 
developments.  

  
2) The May 2013 ISDC 

conference in San Diego 
featured a number of 
excellent presentations 
about space exploration 
and habitation.  We will 
view some of these 
presentations in our 
meetings. For the next 
few months.     
 

3) Business Meeting 
a. Review Minutes 

and Agenda 
b. New mail 
c. Treasurers Report 
d. Report on OSIDA 
e. Old Business 
f. New Business 

 
4)  Adjourn 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=space.com+logo&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=pwdq6LWpgu_7qM&tbnid=5MoQ7WsbUmTMWM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://spacefrontier.org/2010/08/space-frontier-foundation-thanks-sponsors-of-the-newspace-2010-conference/spacecom_col/&ei=FvICUsqVGIPiiALBvID4AQ&bvm=bv.50500085,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNGcapogcwZqK2HBwxQu4gZfFWPIqQ&ust=1376011155328284
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=coffee+cup+pictures&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=EPNEoNPCeY3_HM&tbnid=FSCLsH_C8c4RnM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.inthehoopdesigns.com/x-cart/product.php?productid=16304&ei=5PsCUoDZJaG4igLQm4GQCQ&bvm=bv.50500085,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNH84qdthX5iTVnpSDu7KXGmFquwmA&ust=1376013659893289
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President’s Message: 
Continued from page 1. 

 

When budgets constrain rather than foster 
leading edge research, the loss of benefit 
exceeds the advantage sought in savings.   

But does all spending by NASA bring these 
kinds of benefits to the economy? No 
government agency spends 100% of its 
budget on the kinds of things which really 
increase productivity. The fastest growth in 
productivity in the US happened at the peak 
of Kennedy’s Apollo project, and we do not 
believe that this was a coincidence. 
Kennedy did not just focus on the narrow 
goal of getting to the Moon in the shortest 
possible time; rather, he channeled funds 
into new high-risk technologies and 
infrastructure. “We go to the Moon, not 
because it is easy, but because it is hard.” 
The new technologies developed for the 
moon mission created new core capabilities 
such as integrated circuit capabilities for the 
civilian economy. That was good for human 
hopes in space, but also for the civilian 
economy. Since then, whenever myopic 
people have tried for short cuts, the results 
have been far less. 

The NASA budget needs to focus on 
advanced innovative activities, and 
restructure its plans to be more innovative.  
The following  areas deserve full support: 

The proposed asteroid return initiative 
(ARRM) has a very large component of new 
technology, essential to all our destinations 
in space, not just the asteroids. 

We should maintain full funding of earth 
science, of human and robotic technologies, 
and of studies of exoplanets and basic 

physics which could open the door to new 
worlds. 

We support full funding of Commercial 
Orbital Transportation Services and the 
Commercial Crew Program, with full use of 
the Space Act Agreements, which will allow 
us to spend more of the NASA budget over 
the next ten years in the US rather than 
Russia. 

We need to create the kind of jobs which 
breed innovation, not dead-end corporate 
welfare. 

NSS urges Congress to structure new 
investments in reusable launch and space 
solar power technology… 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=innovation images&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Ft0L8RGOmaOUAM&tbnid=Ve3mKPKM2suagM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/international/competitiveness-innovation/&ei=F2oCUo7mHYr9iQKQjYGICA&psig=AFQjCNE6TzrUApy1jG19HmL5VRO-MC0dcg&ust=1375976310591698
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=innovation images&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=wiVYUE-We_2vHM&tbnid=Om5WjJ6FALTz0M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.rlabs.org/what-we-do/innovation-incubator/&ei=vGoCUvCfJYeqiALtloG4CA&psig=AFQjCNE6TzrUApy1jG19HmL5VRO-MC0dcg&ust=1375976310591698
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Minutes of July Meeting 

Oklahoma Space Alliance met on July 13, 2013 at 

the Denny’s on the I-240 access road on the north 

side just east of Pennsylvania Avenue in southern 

Oklahoma City. Attending were Steve, Karen and 

Brian Swift, Claire and Clifford McMurray, Patrick 

and Brittany Kirk, Dave Sheely and Syd Henderson.  

Steve Swift and Clifford McMurray were on a panel 

at Soonercon. 

Steve made a presentation at OSIDA. 

NSS North Texas has invited Oklahoma Space 

Alliance to run a table for Moon Day (July 20). 

We watched a video of Russia’s Photon rocket 

crash. [This has been traced to an upside down 

sensor. See http://rt.com/news/proton-crash-reason-

sensor-254/ for details.] 

Former astronaut John Harrington is back in 

Oklahoma and is interested in actively supporting 

OSIDA. 

Three Chinese astronauts were launched to 

Tiangong-1.  This can be watched on-line at 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MiPjpU2U5AE. 

This was China’s longest space mission yet. 

NSS has released an illustrated version of the 

Roadmap to Space. You can see this on-line at 

http://www.nss.org/settlement/roadmap/index.html. 

Steve has downloaded this. 

India launched its first navigation satellite on July 1. 

http://www.space.com/21822-india-launches-first-

navigation-satellite.html.  [An aside: India’s 

launched spacecraft to the Moon since 2008, and 

they’re only now getting around to launching 

navigation satellites?] 

An ancient meteor crater has been found under the 

town of Decorah, Iowa. The crater was created 

when a meteorite roughly 250 yards in diameter hit 

the Earth 470 million years ago and is 3.4 miles 

across.  [Comment: There are three other craters 

created at roughly the same time: the Rock Elm 

Crater in Wisconsin, the Slate Islands Crater in 

Lake Superior and the Ames Crater in Oklahoma. 

The Slate Islands Crater is twenty miles across and 

the Ames Crater is ten miles across. It’s possible 

that some or all of these were created by an object 

that broke up before it hit the Earth.] 

Oklahoma Space Alliance was at SoonerCon. Steve 

took pictures of our display. We also hosted a 

couple of tables in the reception area on Saturday 

afternoon. 

We watched a video by Karen Nyburg, “How to 

Wash Your Hair in Space.” 

http://www.nasa.gov/content/how-do-you-wash-

your-hair-in-space/#.Uf-2DeDfbfg.  [No word on 

what you do about dandruff.] 

Spectacular Night Launch from NASA Wallops 

Shines Bright Beacon on Star Formation in Early 

Universe.  See http://tinyurl.com/lm5g4j9 (Universe 

oday) for details.  

Steve presented to us the presentation he did at the 

OSIDA meeting. 

SpaceshipTwo has a backload of 300 – 400 

passengers. They are having some problems with 

their new engines which may delay their first 

passenger flight, but they are hoping for a 

December 25 launch date. 

Howard Bloom did an ISDC presentation on space 

colonization that went through history and Greece. 

We watched a video of his presentation. 

Claire is proposing as an alternative meeting site the 

Napoli restaurant near Tinker Air Force Base. 

 

-Minutes by OSA Secretary Syd Henderson 

  

 
 
 
 

July OSIDA Info 
 

Notes on July 10 OSIDA Meeting 

The Oklahoma Space Industry Development 

Authority met in the conference room at the 

Department of Transportation Building in 

Oklahoma City on July 10. Board members 

attending were Jack Bonny, James Cunningham, 

Donald Wetekam, R. Allen Goodbary, Jay Edwards 

and Robert Conner. There were seven in the 

audience, including Steve Swift, Syd Henderson 

and Claire McMurray on behalf of Oklahoma Space 

Alliance. 

http://rt.com/news/proton-crash-reason-sensor-254/
http://rt.com/news/proton-crash-reason-sensor-254/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MiPjpU2U5AE
http://www.nss.org/settlement/roadmap/index.html
http://www.space.com/21822-india-launches-first-navigation-satellite.html
http://www.space.com/21822-india-launches-first-navigation-satellite.html
http://www.nasa.gov/content/how-do-you-wash-your-hair-in-space/#.Uf-2DeDfbfg
http://www.nasa.gov/content/how-do-you-wash-your-hair-in-space/#.Uf-2DeDfbfg
http://tinyurl.com/lm5g4j9
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Facilities at the Oklahoma Spaceport were damaged 

by high winds in late May. They are still totaling 

the damages. There is a $20,000 deductible on their 

insurance. 

Spaceport safety inspection has been completed by 

the FAA Office of Commercial Space 

Transportation. They are making sure there haven’t 

been any major changes. 

The Spaceport’s launch corridor is best for XCOR. 

The Spaceport is looking at getting a second 

corridor approved. 

The Commercial Space Transportation quarterly 

meeting is October 9 – 10. Bill Khourie is going 

and invited board members. Bill will also be 

meeting with DCS on July 16 to discuss airport and 

airpark projects. 

The Spaceport has to replace electrical cables in the 

Control Tower. The cost of this will be $160,000. 

The new Operations Center is to be inspected. The 

contractor has thirty days (beginning July 16) to 

complete any remaining issues. 

 

Steve Swift, President of Oklahoma Space Alliance, 

did a presentation on Horizontal Launch Vehicles. 

The Oklahoma Spaceport license allows only 

horizontal takeoff and landing.  HLVs in pre-design 

stage or being developed include Stratolaunch and 

XCOR’s Lynx I, II and III.  HLVs currently in 

operation include White Knight 2 (the carrier 

aircraft for SpaceshipTwo), 4Frontier’s Starfighter 

F-102, and Orbital Sciences’ Stargazer L-1011 (the 

carrier aircraft for the Pegasus rocket).  

Stratolaunch requires a 2000-foot runway. Payload 

is 35,000 lb. to low-earth orbit, and is basically a 

missile. The aircraft itself will weigh 1,200,000 lb. 

and have a wingspan of 385 feet, making it the 

largest airplane (by wingspan) ever to fly. [Note 

though, this is still half the length of the Hindenberg 

airship.] Orbital Sciences is building an air-

launched rocket to be carried by Stratolaunch. 

The Stargazer L-1011 has successfully launched 35 

rockets. 

Virgin Galactic’s SpaceshipTwo is being tested. It 

broke the speed of sound in April. Virgin Galactic’s 

Launcher One, scheduled for launch in 2016, will 

put small satellites in low-earth orbit using a 

missile. Both are launched from the White Knight 

Two. 

XCOR’s Lynxes put small scientific packages into 

space. 

 

The Control Tower needs another air conditioning 

compressor for the Control Tower. Maximum cost 

is $3,500. This will be paid for out of the spaceport 

budget. 

Former astronaut John Harrington is back and wants 

to help with PR. General Edwards asked if it is 

possible Harrington could be appointed to the board 

the next time there is a vacancy. 

-Notes by OSA Secretary Syd Henderson 

 

Between-Meeting Activities 

Claire McMurray and Syd Henderson drove down 

to the Moon Day celebration in Dallas, Texas and 

manned a table on behalf of Oklahoma Space 

Alliance. We had 200-300 people come by our 

table. Mostly these were families with children. The 

gravity well was a big hit, as well as a 

demonstration Claire brought that challenged kids 

to guess how far the Moon would be from the Earth 

using a scale model. (Answer: if the Earth were a 

foot across, the Moon would be thirty feet away. 

We had some trouble finding the location, so didn’t 

get set up until about 11:00 a.m. We stayed until 

5:00 p.m. Dinner plans were cancelled because of a 

storm, so Claire and I went straight home, passing 

out of the storm shortly after leaving Dallas. [SFH.] 

 

International Space Station 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=iss+pictures&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=tMrkXBMoeMY6eM&tbnid=4bRk5Aej5mFlkM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.universetoday.com/15561/the-space-station-as-an-interplanetary-transport-vehicle/&ei=LAADUtGePIGwqQHHkYD4Ag&bvm=bv.50500085,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNEYWKedoQpU-mWcuFZuQRO8EQklKA&ust=1376014650214723

