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October   OSA Meeting 

Saturday, October 14, 2017 

2:00 PM 
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920 SW 25th, Moore, OK 

405-793-7427 

Program— Space News and 
Events, , Space News and 
Events  

 

 

Quote of the Month 
 “We will return American astronauts to the moon, not only to 
leave behind footprints and flags, but to build the foundation we 
need to send Americans to Mars and beyond 

Vice President Mike Pence 

Octover 5, 2017 
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 Exploring Mars the Moon  

  

A prototype of NASA moon rover next gen 
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Oklahoma Space Alliance 
Update 

October 8, 2016 

Editor                    Stephen Swift 

Asst Editor                                  David Sheely 

 
sswift42@aol.com 

405-496-3616 

The Oklahoma Space Alliance Update is a bi-monthly 
newsletter of the Oklahoma Space Alliance a chapter 
of the National Space Society, a non-profit 
organization headquartered in Washington, D.C. The 
address of OSA is 102 W. Linn, #1, Norman, OK 73071. 

Unless otherwise noted, all contents of articles herein 
do not necessarily reflect the opinion of anyone but 
the writer. Reprint rights are granted to recognized 
chapters of NSS, provided credit is given. 

Articles may be submitted by U.S. mail or 
electronically. Articles may be sent to the Editor at 
1125 S Air Depot Blvd. No112, Midwest City, OK 73110 
or to sswift42@aol.com. Each submission should 
include the author’s name and either e-mail address 
or phone number (for verification only). A text or 
Microsoft Word file is preferred. Please contact the 
Editor by phone, e-mail or texting before mailing your 
information. 

OSA Officers for 2016 
President &              Stephen Swift 

Update Editor 

sswift42@aol.com 

405-496-3616 

Vice President               David Sheely 

sheely@sbcglobal.net 

405-821-9077 

Secretary &                     Syd Henderson 

Outreach Editor 

sydh@ou.edu 

405-321-4027(H) 

405-365-8983(C) 

Treasurer                   Tim Scott 

ctsscott@mac.com 

405-740-7549(H) 

NSS Headquarters 
1155 15th Street NW, Suite 500 Washington DC 20005 

Exec Director                                                TBD 

nsshq@nss.org 

202-429-1600 

Musk unveils BFR  
 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
aGISgOB6n0 



 

 

SpaceX Explosion : Space News  

  September 29, 2017 

ADELAIDE, Australia — SpaceX Chief 

Executive Elon Musk announced plans to develop 

a revised version of a reusable interplanetary 

transport system that he said would be more 

affordable and versatile.     

Story http://spacenews.com/musk-unveils-revised-

version-of-giant-interplanetary-launch-system/  

Youtube Video: BFR earth to earth length 1:57 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zqE-ultsWt0  
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Blue Origin selected as launch provider for satellite startup 
mu Space 

 

 

Thai space startup mu Space will launch its first geostationary satellite with Jeff 
Bezos’ Blue Origin, New Glenn Rocket, the companies announced  September 26  
at the International Astronautical Congress in Australia. Mu Space, founded by 
Northrop Grumman Corporation alum James Yenbamroong, will launch its first 
geostationary satellite with a target date of 2021, with the aim of helping provide 
space-based satellite broadband, broadcast, mobile and satellite services to 
Thailand. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rn_ze9N5QPE  

New Glenn https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BTEhohh6eYk  

https://techcrunch.com/2017/09/26/blue-origin-selected-as-launch-provider-for-satellite-startup-mu-space/  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rn_ze9N5QPE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BTEhohh6eYk
https://techcrunch.com/2017/09/26/blue-origin-selected-as-launch-provider-for-satellite-startup-mu-space/
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Space Council Chooses the Moon as Trump Administration 
Priority 

By KENNETH CHANG OCT. 5, 2017 New York Times  

 

CHANTILLY, Va. — Standing before the space shuttle Discovery in a voluminous hangar outside of 

Washington, Vice President Mike Pence announced on Thursday a renewed focus on putting Americans in 

space and making a return to the moon.  

“We will return American astronauts to the moon, not only to leave behind footprints and flags, but to build the 

foundation we need to send Americans to Mars and beyond,” Mr. Pence said during a meeting of the National 

Space Council. 

Video available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=reiMyW0bueI 
Full meeting video length 2:29:03  available at :  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1CocjtmKLTI  
SpaceNews Article at ; http://spacenews.com/national-space-council-calls-for-human-return-to-the-moon/  

 

https://www.nytimes.com/by/kenneth-chang
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=reiMyW0bueI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1CocjtmKLTI
http://spacenews.com/national-space-council-calls-for-human-return-to-the-moon/
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NASA plans to extend expandable module’s stay on space 
station 

  

 

SYDNEY — NASA plans to keep an experimental expandable module attached to 
the International Space Station beyond its original two-year lifetime, the agency 
announced Oct. 2. 

In a procurement filing, NASA said it was planning to issue a sole-source contract 
to Bigelow Aerospace in the first quarter of fiscal year 2018 for engineering and 
other services related to extended use of the Bigelow Expandable Activity Module 
(BEAM). The planned contract, whose value was not disclosed, will cover three 
years with two additional one-year options.  

 

Promotional Video  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I1O6GBUWVcs   

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I1O6GBUWVcs
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Space X Making Life Multiplanetary 

 
 

This week at the International Astronautical Congress (IAC) in Adelaide, Australia, SpaceX 
CEO and Lead Designer Elon Musk will provide an update to his 2016 presentation 
regarding the long-term technical challenges that need to be solved to support the creation 
of a permanent, self-sustaining human presence on Mars. 

 

 

Elon Musk new Plan 43 minutes:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tdUX3ypDVwI&t=151s 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tdUX3ypDVwI&t=151s
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China-launch-rockets-into space from massive freighters 
and planes 

 

 

 

Starting next year, China Aerospace Science and Technology Corporation (CASTC) will use 10,000-ton 

freighters as ocean-going launchpads for its Long March 11 launch rocket. The Long March 11 can carry up to 

1,100 pounds into low-earth orbit. The plan is to bring the freighters to the equator, so the rockets require less 

fuel and can accommodate larger payloads. 

Another alternative is from the air. The China Academy of Launch Vehicle Technology announced this month 

that they're developing a solid-fueled space launch rocket to be dropped from the Y-20. The rocket itself is 

expected to weigh about 60 tons (the Y-20's payload is 66 tons) and has a low Earth orbit payload of 220 

pounds.  

https://www.popsci.com/chinas-long-march-space-rocket-5-takes-another-big-step-forward
https://www.popsci.com/worlds-largest-military-plane-in-production-is-chinas-y-20
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If you're dropping a rocket from an airplane, as opposed to the launching from ground, the rocket's first stage 

can be smaller, which means it'll be more efficient and could handle a larger payload. That means greater 

flexibility and a potentially quicker launch—both considerable military advantages. 

 

 

 

China Ocena Launch video  2:30   with comentary : 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LH1wwQImLuc   

  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LH1wwQImLuc
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Inhofe Votes to Advance National Defense Authorization 
Act  

Monday, September 18, 2017 

FAA Licensed Spaceports 

Inhofe supported a key amendment that recognizes the unique importance of U.S. FAA licensed spaceports and, 

when appropriate, encourages the use of such spaceports and launch and range complexes for mid-to low-

inclination orbits or polar high-inclination orbits in support of national security space priorities. These federally-

licensed launch facilities—including Oklahoma Air and Space Port—are available to meet the requirements for 

the national security space program from DOD, Air Force Space Command, Operationally Responsive Space 

Office, and Missile Defense Agency. The Oklahoma Air and Space Port, near Burns Flat, Oklahoma, is the only 

space port in the United States to have a civilian FAA approved Space Flight Corridor in the National Airspace 

System. This space flight corridor is unique because it is not within military operating areas or within restricted 

airspace, which provides an operational capability for space launch operations and associated industries 

specialized in space related activities. The spaceports improve the resiliency of U.S. launch infrastructure and 

help ensure consistent access to space to support national security space priorities.  

“The Oklahoma Space Industry Development Authority (OSIDA) strongly supports and appreciates Senator 

Inhofe’s recognition of the importance of U.S. FAA federally-licensed, non-federally owned, spaceport 

facilities. The NDAA reflects the tremendous value, unique strategic importance, and robust capabilities that 

our U.S. spaceport assets are capable of providing in support of national security space priorities.” -  Bill 

Khourie, Executive Director, Oklahoma Space Industry Development Authority  
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Bridenstine outlines challenges he foresees for NASA 

  

 

September 18, 2017  

WASHINGTON — The nominee to be the next administrator of NASA says that he believes the agency’s top 

challenges include maintaining “consistency and constancy of purpose” that can support long-term plans, while 

building up international and commercial relationships. 

Among the questions posed by the committee to Bridenstine was, “What do you believe to be the top three 

challenges facing the department/agency, and why?” 

“Maintaining consistency and constancy of purpose while establishing a consensus agenda that can bridge 

multiple administrations regardless of party,” he responded in the first of three bullet points. “This is essential to 

avoid resource-wasting program cancellations and maintain high morale both within the Agency and its 

contractor workforce.” 

A second bullet point mentioned both building up and maintaining international partnerships “while ending 

dependency on unfriendly nations to avoid exploitable vulnerabilities.” Bridenstine did not elaborate, but that 

could include continued reliance on Russia for transporting astronauts to and from the International Space 

Station. 

A third bullet point emphasized the need to bring together “traditional space companies and new space 

entrepreneurs into a comprehensive NASA vision to maximize resources and create efficiencies.” 

In a resume submitted with the questionnaire, Bridenstine took credit for several provisions in the latest NASA 

authorization bill, signed into law in March, including a “review of concepts and technologies for removing 
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orbital debris” and a requirement that NASA “develop a post-ISS plan to avoid a gap in low Earth orbit 

platforms.” 

“NASA is an incredible leadership and soft power tool for the United States of America,” he wrote in the 

questionnaire. “With NASA’s global leadership, we will pioneer the solar system, sending humans back to the 

Moon, to Mars, and beyond. This requires a consistent, sustainable strategy for deep space exploration.” 

Bridenstine’s comments also appeared to address criticism that he is opposed to Earth science research, based 

on a speech he made on the House floor in 2013 where he questioned whether global warming was real. 

“NASA must continue studying our home planet. Unfortunately, Earth science sometimes gets pitted against 

planetary science for resources,” he wrote. “NASA must continue to advance both Earth science and planetary 

science for the benefit of mankind.” 

He cited as an example changes in the climate of Mars, which early in its history had a much thicker 

atmosphere that enabled warmer, wetter conditions. “At some point, Mars changed dramatically and we should 

strive to understand why,” he wrote, although there is little connection between the loss of the Martian 

atmosphere and temperature changes in the Earth’s atmosphere. “Studying other planets can inform our 

understanding of Earth.” 

Much of the questionnaire covered basic issues, including listing past jobs, political donations and awards. It 

also addressed one brush with an ethics violation Bridenstine had early in his congressional career, when he and 

other members of a congressional delegation to Azerbaijan in 2013 had their travel paid by “entities ineligible 

to sponsor such travel.” 

Bridenstine noted that the Office on Congressional Ethics found he and other members “acted in good faith in 

accepting privately sponsored travel” for the trip. He added that he voluntarily returned gifts he received on the 

trip after consulting with the House Committee on Ethics, prior to the investigation by the Office on 

Congressional Ethics. 

 

Waiting For Bridenstine 
October 4, 2017 

No word yet as to when the confirmation hearing for NASA Administrator nominee 
Rep. James Bridenstine will be held. There has been no change to this nomination 
status page for Bridenstine - nor is there any update to this matrix of pending 
nominations or on the hearings calendar for the Senate Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

http://nasawatch.com/archives/2017/10/waiting-for-bri-1.html 

https://www.congress.gov/nomination/115th-congress/896
https://www.congress.gov/nomination/115th-congress/896
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/nominations
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/nominations
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings
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Minutes of September Meeting 
 

Oklahoma Space Alliance held its regular monthly Meeting on September 9 at Earl’s Rib Palace in 

Moore, Oklahoma. Attending were Steve and Karen Swift, Russ Davoren, Mike Hopkins, Tom Koszoru, Claire 

and Clifford McMurray, John Northcutt, Tim Scott, Dave Sheely, Brian Swift, Rosemary Swift, Dennis Wigley 

and Syd Henderson. OSA President Steve Swift presided over the meeting. 

Dennis Wigley talked about his trip to Wyoming to see the August 21 total eclipse of the sun. Dennis 

went to the Goldeneye Reservation near Casper. There were six campgrounds set up. The eclipsophile website 

had weather information. Scopedawg Optics had eclipse tips. Dennis had an Android tablet and a telescope. 

Dennis got photos of the corona and prominences and sunrise effect at totality in Rocky Mountain National 

Park. 

Russ, Mike, Claire and Cliff, and Tim also saw totality. Russ went to Jefferson City and up to the 

highest point in the county to get a 360-degree view. 

Dennis got two minutes 24 seconds of totality while Russ got near the max. 

 

Sierra Nevada’s mini-shuttle prototype has no pilot. 

NASA’s Mars rover will be doing an experiment to produce oxygen from carbon dioxide. 

September was the 40th anniversary of the launch of the Voyager probes. We watched a retrospective. 

Voyager 1 is heading toward Gliese 445, which it will reach in about 40,000 years. 

Cassini will be ending its mission the week after the meeting. Top 10 Cassini highlights: 

1) Huygens probe landing on Titan. 

2) Active icy plumes at Enceladus 

3) Saturn’s rings are active and dynamic. 

4) Titan has aspects (such as lakes and rivers) like Earth, except with methane. 

5) Great north polar storm of 2011-2. 

6) Radio wave production is not linked to Saturn’s interior rotation. 

7) Vertical structures in rings. 

8) Prebiotics on Titan (and possibly Enceladus) 

9) Two-toned Iapetus (the forward hemisphere is being blasted by material from Phoebe). 

10) Complete view of the North Polar hexagon and giant hurricanes at both poles. 

 

Launch history for next month. 

We watched the SpaceX launch of OTV (Orbital Test Vehicle) X-37, with the first stage returning to 

Earth. 

 

We have $1027.71 in the checking account and $267 in cash. 

Steve will not be here in October and is not going to run again for President. 

--Minutes by OSA secretary Syd Henderson 
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That’s All Folks 
  

 


 

 


