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Update 
 

Mars Exploration 

 

Image credit  NASA An artist's impression of the InSight lander on Mars.. 
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Quote of the Month 
 “When we set out to land people on the surface of Mars, I think 
we should as a nation, as a world, commit ourselves to supporting 
a growing settlement and colonization there. To visit a few times 
and then withdraw would be an unforgivable waste of resources.” 
Buzz Aldrin 
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NASA studying commercial crew 
contingency plans

 
Artist's concept of Boeing's CST-100 Starliner capsule 

approaching the International Space Station. Crewed test 

flights by the CST-100 or SpaceX's Crew Dragon could be 

turned into crew rotation missions should those vehicles 

experience certification delays. Credit: NASA/Boeing  

 

February   9 , 2018 

WASHINGTON — NASA is beginning to study a 

contingency option for maintaining access to the 

International Space Station should commercial 

crew vehicle development experience delays, one 

that would turn test flights of those vehicles into 

operational missions. 

Speaking at the Federal Aviation Administration 

Commercial Space Transportation Conference 

here Feb. 8, Bill Gerstenmaier, NASA associate 

administrator for human exploration and 

operations, said using the planned crewed test 

flights as crew rotation missions was one option 

under consideration should neither Boeing nor 

SpaceX be certified for regular crew rotation 

missions by the fall of 2019, when NASA’s access 

to Russian Soyuz spacecraft ends. (7 lb). Full 

Story http://spacenews.com/nasa-studying-
commercial-crew-contingency-plans/ 
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mailto:sydh@ou.edu
mailto:ctsscott@mac.com
mailto:nsshq@nss.org
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http://spacenews.com/nasa-studying-commercial-crew-contingency-plans/
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NASA signs agreement with Boeing for Soyuz seats 
WASHINGTON — NASA has quietly signed a contract with Boeing for up to five 
additional Soyuz seats to provide for both additional U.S. crewmembers on the 
International Space Station and margin for commercial crew delays. 

NASA made the deal in a modification to the Vehicle Sustaining Engineering 
Contract the agency has with Boeing for ISS operations. Other than the formal 
contract modification notification, posted Feb. 21, NASA did not announce the 
agreement beyond a statement published without fanfare on the agency’s 
website. 

Full story: http://spacenews.com/nasa-signs-agreement-with-boeing-for-soyuz-
seats/ 

 

Military Space 

Space Corps Is At Least ‘Three to Five Years Away,’ Its 
Congressional Champion Says. 

 

The proposal for a U.S. Space Corps isn’t dead, but any action is probably at least 
several years away. That’s leaving the United States in a “really bad situation” as 
Russia and China race to put new capabilities in orbit, according to Rep. Mike 
Rogers, the idea’s strongest proponent on Capitol Hill.   

Starting now, it would probably take the Pentagon “three to five years” to set up a 
separate service for space, Rogers said at the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies on Wednesday. Currently, the Air Force manages the vast majority of the 
U.S. military’s efforts in space. 

Full Story  Defense One http://www.defenseone.com/politics/2018/03/space-
corps-least-three-five-years-away-its-congressional-champion-says/146332/ 

http://spacenews.com/nasa-signs-agreement-with-boeing-for-soyuz-seats/
http://spacenews.com/nasa-signs-agreement-with-boeing-for-soyuz-seats/
http://www.defenseone.com/politics/2018/03/space-corps-least-three-five-years-away-its-congressional-champion-says/146332/
http://www.defenseone.com/politics/2018/03/space-corps-least-three-five-years-away-its-congressional-champion-says/146332/
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Japan's H2-A launches new spy satellite 
Japan's Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) on Tuesday successfully 
launched a H2-A rocket with a new reconnaissance satellite from the space 
center in the prefecture of Kagoshima. February 28, 2018  

Full story: 
http://www.spacedaily.com/reports/Japans_H2_A_launches_new_spy_satell
ite_999.html   

 

Video: 0.55   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUkOEognkBc 

 

Air Force Chief Goldfein: ‘We’ll be fighting from space in a 
matter of years’ 

 
 
Goldfein: To prepare to fight from space, the Air Force will have to 

invest in new technology but also in the training of leaders.  

http://www.spacedaily.com/reports/Japans_H2_A_launches_new_spy_satellite_999.html
http://www.spacedaily.com/reports/Japans_H2_A_launches_new_spy_satellite_999.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUkOEognkBc
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ORLANDO, FLA. — Gen. David Goldfein’s speech on Friday represented the strongest 

rhetoric yet on space warfare as an area that deserves special attention from the U.S. Air 

Force. 

Goldfein, the Air Force’s chief of staff, told a large audience of active-duty airmen that they 

have to start thinking about outer space the same way they think about airspace.  

In a keynote speech at the Air Force Association’s air warfare symposium, the general said 

it is “time for us as a service, regardless of specialty badge, to embrace space superiority 

with the same passion and sense of ownership as we apply to air superiority today.”  

It is not a question of if but when airmen will be fighting in space, warned Goldfein. And he 

insisted that the Air Force has to become more attuned to what is happening in space and 

look upon space as a key battlefront. 

To prepare to fight from space, the Air Force will have to invest in new technology but also 

in the training of leaders. Goldfein said he has charged Lt. Gen. Steven Kwast, the 

commander of Air Education and Training Command, to develop a program to train officers 

and non-commissioned officers for space operations. 

“We need to build a joint, smart space force and a space-smart joint force,” Goldfein said. 

The narrative that the Air Force is more focused on space also is reflected in the budget 

proposal for fiscal year 2019. According to budget documents, the Air Force is seeking $8.5 

billion for space programs — $5.9 billion in the research and development accounts, and 

$2.6 billion for procurement of new satellites and launch services.  

The 2019 request is 7.1 percent more than the Air Force sought in last year’s budget. Over 

the next five years, the Air Force projects to invest $44.3 billion in space systems — $31.5 

billion in research and development, and $12.8 billion in procurement. That would mark an 

18 percent increase over the $37.5 billion five-year plan submitted last year. 

 

Full Story Space news:  http://spacenews.com/air-force-chief-goldfein-well-be-fighting-

from-space-in-a-matter-of-years/  

 

http://spacenews.com/air-force-chief-goldfein-well-be-fighting-from-space-in-a-matter-of-years/
http://spacenews.com/air-force-chief-goldfein-well-be-fighting-from-space-in-a-matter-of-years/
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 Space politics 

Bridenstine Nomination to Run NASA Remains Blocked in 
Senate. 

 

Bridenstine has been blocked by all 49 Senate Democrats. Florida’s Congressional 
delegation enjoys an outsized influence on NASA because of Cape Canaveral, and 

Senator Bill Nelson, who flew on the Space Shuttle Columbia in 1986, isn’t a 
Bridenstine fan. His colleague Marco Rubio, the junior senator for the Sunshine 

State and a Republican, doesn’t want Bridenstine, either. With fellow Republican 
John McCain of Arizona absent for cancer treatment, that leaves confirmation 50-

49 against…. 

Full Story :Bloomberg News https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-03-
02/nasa-left-adrift-as-trump-s-pick-to-run-the-agency-languishes  

 

Trump’s 2019 Budget Emphasizes Moon Mission, 

Defunds ISS 

The budget request, which was released today (Feb. 12), allocates about $19.9 

billion to NASA, an increase of $370 million over last year's request. The proposal 

zeroes out funding for the International Space Station (ISS) in 2025 and allocates 

$150 million "to encourage development of new commercial low-Earth orbital 

platforms and capabilities for use by the private sector and NASA," according to the 

agency's budget overview. 

The ISS could theoretically survive beyond 2025, if someone else picks up the tab; 

the budget request does not mention de-orbiting the $100 billion station when the 

government money runs out. [From Ike to Trump: Presidential Visions for Space 

Exploration] 

The newly unveiled request gives some more details about NASA's plans to return 

astronauts to the moon, a focus that President Donald Trump made official with the 

signing of "Space Policy Directive 1" in December. 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-03-02/nasa-left-adrift-as-trump-s-pick-to-run-the-agency-languishes
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-03-02/nasa-left-adrift-as-trump-s-pick-to-run-the-agency-languishes
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If all goes according to plan, the agency will launch a "power and propulsion space 

tug," a component of NASA's planned outpost in near-moon space, in 2022. And 

astronauts will launch on a mission around the moon, using the agency's Orion 

capsule and Space Launch System megarocket, in 2023. 

The budget request "reflects the administration's confidence that America will lead 

the way back to the moon and take the next giant leap from where we made that 

first small step for humanity nearly 50 years ago," NASA acting administrator 

Robert Lightfoot said today in a "State of NASA" address at the agency's Marshall 

Space Flight Center in Alabama. 

Full Story; Sapce.com   https://www.space.com/39671-trump-nasa-budget-2019-

funds-moon-over-iss.html 

 

Video length 2:17 : https://www.space.com/39671-trump-nasa-budget-2019-funds-

moon-over-iss.html 

 

 

 

Launches in the past month  

 
Launches were of significant interest this past month: 

The next generation weather satellite was launched atop the United Launch Alliance (ULA) 

rocket from Cape Canaveral, Florida on March 1, 2018. -- Full Story: 

https://www.space.com/39850-next-generation-goes-weather-satellite-launch.html  

VideoLaunch  4:04   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i4mqPwgR7uc 

 

A SpaceX Falcon 9 launched the PAZ satellite to low- Earth orbit from Space Launch Complex 

4 East (SLC-4E) at Vandenberg Air Force Base, California, on 22 February 2018 

Video  3:06  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rBw0_UILN6w 

 

Roscosmos has successfully launched the unmanned Progress MS-08 spacecraft full of cargo 

for the International Space Station. The spacecraft lifted off from Baikonur's Launch Pad 36 

Video  10:04    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oCxz2zGuMRg  

https://www.space.com/39671-trump-nasa-budget-2019-funds-moon-over-iss.html
https://www.space.com/39671-trump-nasa-budget-2019-funds-moon-over-iss.html
https://www.space.com/39671-trump-nasa-budget-2019-funds-moon-over-iss.html
https://www.space.com/39671-trump-nasa-budget-2019-funds-moon-over-iss.html
https://www.space.com/39850-next-generation-goes-weather-satellite-launch.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i4mqPwgR7uc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rBw0_UILN6w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oCxz2zGuMRg
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That’s All Folks  
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