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405-793-7427 

Program— Space News and 
Events  

Website: http://osa.nss.org 

 

Quote of the Month 
 "Knowing what we know now, we are being irresponsible in our failure to make the scientific 
and technical progress we will need for protecting our newly discovered severely threatened 
and probably endangered species--us. NASA is not about the 'Adventure of Human Space 
Exploration,' we are in the deadly serious business of saving the species. All Human 
Exploration's bottom line is about preserving our species over the long haul." 

Astronaut John Young 
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The Oklahoma Space Alliance Update is a bi-monthly 
newsletter of the Oklahoma Space Alliance a chapter 
of the National Space Society, a non-profit 
organization headquartered in Washington, D.C. The 
address of OSA is 102 W. Linn, #1, Norman, OK 
73071. 

Unless otherwise noted, all contents of articles herein 
do not necessarily reflect the opinion of anyone but 
the writer. Reprint rights are granted to recognized 
chapters of NSS, provided credit is given. 
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electronically. Articles may be sent to the Editor at 
121 South Creekdale Drive, Norman, OK 73072 or to 
david.sheely51@gmail.com. Each submission should 
include the author’s name and either e-mail address 
or phone number (for verification only). A text or 
Microsoft Word file is preferred. Please contact the 
Editor by phone, e-mail or texting before mailing your 
information. 
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NSS Headquarters 
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Exec Director                 Kirby Ikin 
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2018 Year in Review 


 
 

The year 2018 saw a wide range of milestones in 

spaceflight, stretching all the way from the sun to 

the edge of interstellar space.  

Space agencies launched missions to explore 

several planets in the solar system, as well as the 

sun. A long-running space-tourism company 

performed its first spaceflight (at least by one 

definition). And who can forget that rocket launch 

that carried a dummy astronaut and car toward a 

Martian orbit?  

Source: https://www.space.com/42847-greatest-
spaceflight-stories-2018.html  

mailto:sswift42@aol.com
mailto:sswift42@aol.com
mailto:sswift42@aol.com
mailto:sydh@ou.edu
mailto:ctsscott@mac.com
mailto:nsshq@nss.org
https://www.space.com/42847-greatest-spaceflight-stories-2018.html
https://www.space.com/42847-greatest-spaceflight-stories-2018.html
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Japan’s Asteroid Rovers Get New 
Names 



 
  December 23 , 2017 

Japan's pioneering asteroid hoppers have finally 

gotten names. 

The tiny explorers made history in September 

when they deployed from their mothership, the 

Hayabusa2 spacecraft, and touched down on the 

near-Earth asteroid Ryugu. Before then, no mobile 

rover had ever successfully landed on an asteroid, 

let alone explored one. 

Story with video: https://www.space.com/42753-
japan-hayabusa2-asteroid-rovers-names.html 

 

 

https://www.space.com/42753-japan-hayabusa2-asteroid-rovers-names.html
https://www.space.com/42753-japan-hayabusa2-asteroid-rovers-names.html


Oklahoma Space Alliance Update              Page 5 of 14                                  October 2017 

Virgin Galactic SpaceShipTwo Reaches “Space” 


 

 

 

 
Virgin Galactic’s SpaceshipTwo made another test flight on December 13, and 
Richard Branson says commercial flights will begin soon. The flight was brief, with 
a rocket motor burn of just 60 seconds, but the mission reached the company's 
targeted altitude, hitting a peak of 51.4 miles (82.7 kilometers), which it deems 
meets the requirement for spaceflight. (That's the subject of some debate, with 
others arguing the boundary ought to lie at 62 miles, or 100 km.) But no matter 
how you parse it, the view was tremendous. 

Stories with video:  https://www.space.com/42736-virgin-galactic-spaceshiptwo-
unity-flight-video.html 

https://www.space.com/42745-virgin-galactic-richard-branson-commercial-
spaceshiptwo-flights-soon.html 

https://www.space.com/42736-virgin-galactic-spaceshiptwo-unity-flight-video.html
https://www.space.com/42736-virgin-galactic-spaceshiptwo-unity-flight-video.html
https://www.space.com/42745-virgin-galactic-richard-branson-commercial-spaceshiptwo-flights-soon.html
https://www.space.com/42745-virgin-galactic-richard-branson-commercial-spaceshiptwo-flights-soon.html
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NASA selects nine companies for commercial lunar lander 
program 

 

 

NASA has picked nine companies, ranging from startups to aerospace giants, to be 
eligible for future contracts to deliver payloads to the surface of the moon, but 
with no guarantee of business for any of them. 

NASA announced Nov. 29 the selections as part of its Commercial Lunar Payload 
Services (CLPS) program, where the agency will buy space on future commercial 
lunar landers to carry science instruments and other payloads. The winning 
companies are: 

 Astrobotic Technology, Inc.: Pittsburgh 

 Deep Space Systems: Littleton, Colorado 
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 Draper: Cambridge, Massachusetts 

 Firefly Aerospace, Inc.: Cedar Park, Texas 

 Intuitive Machines, LLC: Houston 

 Lockheed Martin Space: Littleton, Colorado 

 Masten Space Systems, Inc.: Mojave, California 

 Moon Express: Cape Canaveral, Florida 

 Orbit Beyond: Edison, New Jersey 

Story at https://spacenews.com/nasa-selects-nine-companies-for-commercial-
lunar-lander-program/ 

 

Israel May Be Next on the  Moon 

 

 

 The first-ever private moon mission is expected to launch in 
February 2019, and it will carry some extra-special Israeli cargo to 
the lunar surface.  

The nonprofit SpaceIL and the government-owned corporation 
Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI), which manufactured the 
spacecraft, announced in a statement Monday (Dec. 17) that the 
lunar spacecraft, dubbed Beresheet will carry a digital time capsule 
with Israeli national memorabilia. 

Story:  https://www.space.com/42783-spaceil-private-moon-lander-
israeli-time-capsule.html 

  

https://spacenews.com/nasa-selects-nine-companies-for-commercial-lunar-lander-program/
https://spacenews.com/nasa-selects-nine-companies-for-commercial-lunar-lander-program/
https://www.space.com/41129-israel-launching-moon-mission-december.html
http://www.spaceil.com/general/spaceil-iai-to-send-time-capsule-on-israels-historic-moon-mission/
https://www.space.com/42783-spaceil-private-moon-lander-israeli-time-capsule.html
https://www.space.com/42783-spaceil-private-moon-lander-israeli-time-capsule.html
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     Chinese Moon Rover Making Tracks on Lunar Far Side 

 
 
On Wednesday night (Jan. 2), the Chang'e 4 rover and its stationary-lander 
companion pulled off the first-ever soft touchdown on the lunar far side, coming to a 
rest inside the 115-mile-wide (186 kilometers) Von Kármán Crater.The six-
wheeled rover, known as Yutu 2, isn't pausing to catch its breath, as a newly 
released photo shows. Yutu 2 has already put a fair bit of space between itself 
and the lander, trundling over near the rim of a small crater on the floor of Von 
Kármán, which itself lies within an even larger impact feature — the 1,550-mile-
wide (2,500 km) South Pole-Aitken Basin.  

Source:  https://www.space.com/42902-china-moon-far-side-rover-yutu-2-
tracks.html 

Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ciXXj0Tj7zk&list=PLpGTA7wMEDFjObXjRev2f
cG4UxGNaBmWI&index=2  

https://www.space.com/42883-china-first-landing-moon-far-side.html
https://www.space.com/42902-china-moon-far-side-rover-yutu-2-tracks.html
https://www.space.com/42902-china-moon-far-side-rover-yutu-2-tracks.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ciXXj0Tj7zk&list=PLpGTA7wMEDFjObXjRev2fcG4UxGNaBmWI&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ciXXj0Tj7zk&list=PLpGTA7wMEDFjObXjRev2fcG4UxGNaBmWI&index=2
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The Most Fascinating Exoplanets of 2018 

 
In 2018, exoplanet scientists feasted on data from a nearby ice ball, the first 
exoplanet baby picture, a majority-metal blob the size of Earth and the home 
planet of a "Star Trek" fan favorite — not to mention the possible first-ever 
exomoon spotted. And a major exoplanet hunter sent back its first newfound 
planets.  

Source: https://www.space.com/42813-most-fascinating-exoplanets-2018.html   

https://www.space.com/42813-most-fascinating-exoplanets-2018.html
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 InSight Has Recorded the Sound of the Martian Wind 
 

 

 Instruments aboard the InSight lander have recorded the sound of 
the martian wind as humans would hear it. 

Video:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AxVwY-HOpk0  

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AxVwY-HOpk0
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NASA Data Breach Highlights Agency Cybersecurity 
Problems 

  

 

 A cyberattack that may have compromised information about 

current and former NASA employees is only the latest sign of 

ongoing information security problems that have plagued the 

agency for years. 

In a Dec. 18 memo to NASA employees, Bob Gibbs, assistant 

administrator for the office of human capital management, said that 

the agency was investigating a "possible compromise" of NASA 

servers first detected in October. Those servers, he said, stored 

personally identifiable information about NASA personnel, including 

Social Security numbers. The memo was first published by NASA 

Watch."NASA and its Federal cybersecurity partners are continuing 

to examine the servers to determine the scope of the potential data 

exfiltration and identify potentially affected individuals," Gibbs 

wrote, saying that process would take time. "The ongoing 

investigation is a top agency priority, with senior leadership actively 

involved." 

 Story:  https://www.space.com/42837-nasa-data-breach-highlights-

agency-cybersecurity-problems.html  

https://spacenews.com/nasa-data-breach-highlights-agency-cybersecurity-problems/
https://spacenews.com/nasa-data-breach-highlights-agency-cybersecurity-problems/
http://spaceref.com/news/viewsr.html?pid=52074
https://www.space.com/42837-nasa-data-breach-highlights-agency-cybersecurity-problems.html
https://www.space.com/42837-nasa-data-breach-highlights-agency-cybersecurity-problems.html
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  Dream Chaser Space Plane Cleared to Begin Full-Scale 
Production 

 

 

 Sierra Nevada Corporation (SNC) has won NASA approval to begin full-scale 
production of its Dream Chaser cargo spacecraft scheduled to make its first 
flight in about two years. 

The company announced Dec. 18 that it completed a milestone in its 
Commercial Resupply Services (CRS) 2 contract called Integrated Review 4. 
With that milestone, the company is cleared to move ahead into assembly of 
the Dream Chaser vehicle that will deliver cargo to the station. 

Story and video:  https://www.space.com/42787-dream-chaser-space-plane-
full-scale-production.html 

 

 

https://spacenews.com/dream-chaser-cleared-to-begin-full-scale-production/
https://spacenews.com/dream-chaser-cleared-to-begin-full-scale-production/
https://www.space.com/42787-dream-chaser-space-plane-full-scale-production.html
https://www.space.com/42787-dream-chaser-space-plane-full-scale-production.html
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Alexander Gerst’s Earth Timelapses  

 

 ESA astronaut Alexander Gerst, recently returned from a mission to 

ISS, captured some beautiful images with time lapse photography 

while on the space station. 

Video:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNwWOul4i9Y  
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNwWOul4i9Y
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Feature-length video: An In-Depth Tour of the International 

Space Station 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvTmdIhYnes  

 

 

 

That’s All Folks 
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